secretary and historian. Peter Auber, a distant  relative.    The  necessity  for  a  better quality of official reports and despatches had become apparent,  and Peacock was one of four  new  "assistant  examiners"   appointed from the outside for this purpose.   The most distinguished  of  his   colleagues   was   James Mill, philosopher, economist and historian of British  India,  father of  John  Stuart Mill, Peacock's successor as Chief Examiner, upon the latter's retirement in 1856.   Peacock had held this high post since 1836;  his official reports and despatches slumber in the India office, but his efficiency is attested by his published evidence before various Parliamentary Committees, especially those on the salt duties and on the alleged grievance of Mr. Silk Buckingham.   He had specialties of his own,   among them  the  exploration  of   the Euphrates and the promotion of steam navigation to India.   His taste for naval architecture, inherited from his mother's family, and his  practical  knowledge of   machinery,  enabled him to design steamers for the East India  Company which did good service in the first Chinese War.   After his retirement he resided entirely at Lower Halliford, near Chertsey, where he had long had a country house, and where he  died on January 23, 1866, in his eighty-first year. [8]s
